DIGGS DEFINED 


DIGGS, i.t. verb (digg)ing 


1. to discover by careful study the truth of ancient civilizations, as 


archaeological diggs 


2. to comprehend complex theories, as “like | digg it, man” (archaic, 


circa 1960) 


3. to thrust, to nudge, to prod, to poke 


to digg into, to digg up 
DIGGS (noun) 


RON 


. Sarcastic comment, taunt, jeer or put down 

. a place of residence, as “I digg your diggs, man” 

. one of a series of cutting, clever political cartoons by R. Diggs 
. a renowned political cartoonist, known throughout the flat he 


shares with his faithful companion, two birds and three cats in 


San Francisco. 


INCLUDED IN THIS COLLECTION ARE: 


THE WINGS OF CHARLEY from Rip Off 
Comics #3, published by ROP Inc., 1978. 
Wherein Charley takes up flying late in life. 


DOWN IN THE MEADOW from Itchy 
Planet #2, published by Fantagraphics 
Books Inc., 1988. A story that asks the 
question, Does this comic harm the 
biosphere? 


CLASH OF THE CENTURIES from TRA 
Vol. 3 No. 1, published by TRA (Toward 
Revolutionary Art), 1976. A story proving 
that Mother doesn’t always win — at least in 
the short run. 


KORPORATE REX from Anarchy Comix 
#4, published by Last Gasp Press, 1987. 
The case for evolution. 


KAREN SILKWOOD from Corporate Crime 
#1, published by Kitchen Sink Enterprises, 
1977. Meryl Streep later starred in this 
story - but it was years later. 


DINOSAURS AREN'T DYING ANY MORE 
from Energy Comics #1, published by 
Educomics, 1980. Further proof that it isn’t 
wise to forget about your mother. 


HOW UC DAVIS SAVED THE TOMATO 
from Corporate Crime #2, published by 
Kitchen Sink Enterprises, 1979. Why 
science may not be the answer. 


CALIFORNIA SCHEMING from Itchy 
Planet #3, published by Fantagraphics 
Books, Inc. 1938. A story that was actually 
part of the Yes on Prop 68 campaign. The 
Proposition won a majority, by the way, but 
was outvoted by a competing measure, 
Prop 73. Now the story continues - Prop 73 
was thrown out by the California Supreme 
Court and Prop 68 may yet be called into 
effect! 


NIGHT HEAT from Strip Aids, published by 
Last Gasp Press, 1988. A massive project 
to benefit the Shanti Project. 
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ONE FINAL FABLE FOR THE FAITHFUL . 


PTERODACTYL , A 
GIANT CONSTRUCTION | 
CRANE BROODS OVER %, 
DARK CANYONS OF 
GRIEF AND POLLUTION / 
AND THERE, EARLY 
ONE MORNING, 
CHARLEY (ONE CF — 
THE FAITHFUL) LOOKS /- 
UP, AND > SAYS... ih 


) Aas 


Li 
a a 


BIRDS/ BREEZE / 
(FEEL LIKE |‘M 


GOSHATHAT CROWD 
DOWN THERE LOOKS 
LIKE ITZY-BITZY BUGS! F 
HEH HEH 


THEY SEEM TO BE 
LOOKING UP-AS 
THOUGH SOMEONE (Ep 
WERE ABOUT To Ax 


COME BACK SON./THINK 


OH MY, Oops / 
OF YOUR WIFE AND FAMILY! 


HEY./WATCH IT./ 
YOU COULD MAKE 


Now SON/DON'T TALK 
THAT WAY./WE PLAN To 
GIVE YOO THE VERY 
BEST OF CARE ... 


SHOCK- TREATMENT — DRUGS- 
ISOLATION-BRAIN SURGERY 
CHAINS-ANYTHING WY SON 
UNTIL WE DECIDE You ARE. 
WELL ENOUGH TO RETURN To 
SOCIETY, NO MATTER How 

LONG THAT MAY TAKE / 


SHE-IT./WHO SAID ANYTHING 
ABOUT JUMPING? | DON'T 
WANT YOU To SAVE ME/ 


DEAR ME, IT'S A RIGHT YOU ARE 
DESPERATE CASE, | REVEREND.’ THIS CALLS 
CAPTAIN. FOR STRATEGY! 


1— 
\\aees 


a 


Ap’ wou suri j=, ST PERFECT, 
@ THEY pip! a pies 


WHAT A BUMMER J 
EITHER | GET “SAVED 
AND BECOME A PAWN 
IN THEIR CRAZY GAME, 
OR | GET DROPPED ON 
THE CROWD BELOW.’ O 
WHAT THE HELL,MAYBE / 2% 
| CAN ESCAPE FROM 
THE HOSPITAL ... 


OK.HERO, 
PULL ME UP! 


MYMY HE DON'T WORRW,.CAPTAIN, 
YoU SHOULD STILL GET 
AMEDAL-BESIDES- 
THIS WAY IS SOMUCH 


=J THIS WILL SHOW EM. 
SAY. DID 1 HEAR 
A'THUD? =f 


S 


Reap 


My §=6OHSURE_ | 
meg GIGH) IT JUST 
/ iT SEEM 
FAIR, 


MEANWHILE: .-AND WHY [5 IT 
Yr THAT THESE FACTS 
: ARE NOT WIDELY 


AND WHAT ABOUT YES, AND WHAT 
THE [SSUES 7 MIGHT THAT BE? 


EVEN NOW Atl, COME ON- =" BesiDeS, A MANOR CIT? 
YOURE STANDING | !TS.NOT THE NEWSPAPER USES 2 AN 
ONTHE TOMBoF | TREESJITS /pits\ (ACRE AN ISSUE, 20 


\ UNKNOWN ~ mH. WHY ME? 


EVER HEAR OF GLOBAL WELL,HOW ABOUT 
DEFORESTATION AND HABITAT] | AIR POLLUTION! WHAT 
DESTRUCTION? ABOUT THE GREEN 
— HOUSE EFFECT ? 


FSPEcies exrincTONe™ “fy 7 BAX 

be at 100 Ss " 
aunt? 

hp) +) Ap iS 


BEFORE You MELT 
THE ICE CAPS AND 
FLOOD SAN FRANCISCO 
LETS CHECK THIS OUT. 
HOW MANY COPIES 

OF “ITCHY PLANET” 
DID YOU PRINT 2 


O.K.-LET'S 
SEE CMUMBLE) 
THAT'S ABOUT 
1,042 POUNDS 
OF PAPER... 


THREE TREES / \THE CROWD GROWS UGLY 
ARE YOUR IDEAS 

WORTH THE LIVES 

OF THREE TREES? 


| FIGURE THATS ABOUT 208 

POUNDS OF CHEMICAL FILLER 

- SAY 10% RECYCLED STOCK 
AND THAT LEAVES 750 POUNDS 
OF VIRGIN FIBER-OR THE TOTAL 
SACRIFICE OF -ARE YOU 


READY 


IT'S .JT'S COMIC ART -THE 
MOST EFFECTIVE TOOL | CAN 
USE TO RAISE CONSCIOUSNESS 


oO. “I 
CONFESS / SURE 
MY HANDS MAY 5 
BE DIRTY-BUT Ki 
LOOK WHAT IVE BOO, 
BEEN WORKIN) = 

on! 


CRISIS CAND THAT OF 


COURSE TAKES PAPER) 
S > 7 { 
re , 
el 


SURE , HE SEEMS 
TO BE ON OUR SIDE, 


AGa ye 


YES, BUT MEANINGFUL / 
WE REPRESENT A SMALL 


NO,“PURITY “13 UNATTAINABLE. 
| ADMIT MY COMIC BOOK ATE 
YOUR TREES ~ 
A DEFENCE IS 


DEDICATED TO 


CONTINUING FIG 
TO SAVE THE EAL GO, O.K.7 


ARE SMALL? 
\ WOuld You 


= USE THE TERM THAT ADDS To THE , 
ST GGCCSNEGLIGABLE’? | Sozemy grace 
= Xu ; iaeuste 
¥ e 2G —\\ 
as 


HOW ABOUT THIS ONE? 
AND FURTHER MORE WHAT'S BE PRINTING? 
WE FERVENTLY 
BELIEVE THAT 


ms o% 


AND OVER HERE, WEARING 
WHATS LEFT, THAT HERETIC, 


AND STIL 


L GOING STRONG 


AFTER eae Ane: 


STOMP? BLAST’ 
== CLAP/CHEER.” 


ED 
Ese ee ne; 


BUT, NO MATTER? Y ONE SIDE 
ME ANO WINS Ny) 


6 


GROAN? 
THIS 1S GETTING 
REPETITIOUS 


mA I Gane 
BARE TRUTH [tii NATURAL 


/” YES,POOR 
THING, BUT 
\ WATCH IT 


BESIDES EVERY 
PRACTICALLY BIT OF PAIN 1S 
INDESTRUCTIBLE, | THE BIRTH OF 
YOU DEARS JUST’ | SOME THING, AND 
TAKE CARE OF THIS GIVES ME 
YOURSELVES 


f 


s 
= 
| 
Z 


‘e 5 


X MASHOWY AND A eee 
VACATION E22 


| Se = = 
VY a a 
Au, 
Bees Z tgZ:p = 
Zou fart y: 


Y 


3 BLINK = 
Ss i “| FLASH = 


—— 


COMPLETELY 
OUT OF 


CANT ALL END 
YA LIKE THIs_4 


IF YOU LIKE WINNERS AND You 
THINK BIG IS BETTER-YOu'LL 
LOVE THESE GUYS-FOR AFTER 
SEVERAL FALSE STARTS 
NATURE FINALLY CREATED 

A REALLY HIGH CLASS 


IT COULD EAT ANYTHING SMALLER THAN ARE You NUTS ? 


\T WAS CAND EVERYTHING WAS) oe MAKE 
Do You THE LAWS! 
THEY PROSPERED! EVERWONDER 
= ay 3 MORALITY 7 
=e THE LEGALITY 
OF (TALL? 
THE FIRST 
LAW OFTHE 
C UNIVERSE. 


\T'S OUR MONOPOLISTIC 
BUT THEN ONE DAY AN ABERRATION GENE GONE MAD! IT 


HATCHED FROM A MUTANT EGG- THE CAN GOBBLE UP 


FIERCE ARBITRAGEDON -BOSKII / ANYTHING BIGGER 
THAN IT (S / 


IT CAUSED J 
GREAT EY ” 
cease! 
AND ONLY , 
WE ARE- 


=e 


THE ARBITRAGE DON WAS AN ESPECIALLY VICIOUS LIFE-FORM AND 
SOON DEVASTATED THE STABLE CORPORATE WORLD -UNTIL THE LOGIC 


OF TOTAL CONSUMPTION REACHED ITS ULTIMATE CONCLUSION: 


PRIVILEGED 
TWO 


PREPARE To DIE YOU BUCKET 
OF CREEPING CRUD~‘CUZ I'M 
GOING TO EAT You Ass / 


ONLY ONE (CHUCKLE) 
ONLY 


AT LAST, THE FINAL STROKE OF DOOM!) 
ONE TO DIE GLORIOUSLY IN BATTLE AND 
ONE TO SLOWLY STARVE IN A BARREN 
LAND WITH NO FOOD AND NO FUTURE.’ 


iy ane 


us 


COULD THIS BE THE \ dope taey 
END ?-NoT QuITE- MEAN Tar 
LOOK! FURRY LITTLE y 7 Ge 
WARM- BLOODED g 
CRITTERS SCAMPERING 

IN THE GRASS. 
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HEY/WHAT. 

cHoIee Do,” 

THEY HAVE? 
Cava 


NOVEMBER 13,1974. ABOUT 7:30 PM. HIWAY 74 IN OKLAHOMA: 


20 MORE 
MINUTES AND 
THOSE OUTLAWS 
WILL WISH THEY 
NEVER HEARD 


KAREN SILKWOO0'S, 
STORY IS A DOCUMENTED 
EVENT. RECREATED BY 
DIGGS WITH THANKS 
To SHELBY &,LENNY'RIFAS 


WEF 
. ye 


DEAD. PooR KID- 
HMM..WONDER WHAT 
ALL THESE PAPERS 
ARE? BETTER 


EVEN More! THEY MIGHT SOLVE A CRIME AND INDIC AN INDU TR ? 


LATE SUMMER 1972,OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA: 


KAREN SILKWOOD, LET'S SEE.,SCHOLARSHIP To | | AND WHY DID YOU CHOOSE 
26 YEARS OLD,LEAVES | LAMAR COLLEGE- MARRIED--| | KERR MeGEE AS A PLACE 
SEVEN YEARS OF REW?| | TO CONTINVE YOUR CAREER 7 
MARRIAGE AND D ay 5 
THREE CHILDREN 
TO RETURN TO THE 
GREAT INTERESTS 
OF HER YOUNGER 
DAYS, SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. 


YOULL WORK as 7 

ALAB TECHNICIAN pigeitbiednye Nr 
TESTING FUEL RODS~ BBM) THe NATIONS LARSEST 
KNOW ANYTHING, PRODUCER OF ATOMIC 
FUEL INCLUDING... 
PLUTONIUM “THE 
MOST DANGEROUS 
SUBSTANCE KNOWN 
OMAN" ONE POUND OF 
WHICH, EVENLY SPREAD 
OVER THE EARTH, 
COULD KILL US ALL! 


AND | WANTED To \; 
HELP DEVELOP A 


ENERGY LIKE , 
ATOMIC POWER: 


«| MAN. THEY RUSHED THOSE Y RIGHT. WITH SAFETY 
KAREN, YOU WORK HARD SCABS IN So FAST THEY { TRAINING OF 4HOURS 
FOR ATOMIC ENERGY-BUT f| DION'T MISS ONE BEAT INSTEAD OF 


HOW ABOUT Jy | OF PRODUCTION ? _. YEAH, AND | 
Zag] ONE OF THOSE 
SCABS ISTHE 


B AND FOR AWHILE THAT 
SUMMER OF'73 THEY -BUL AFTER SEVERAL 


MONTHS, KAREN FINDS 
| WERE HAPPY TOGETHER eR OWA APARTMENT. 


AND, ALTHOUGH THEY 
Sea] CONTINUE TO SEE 


Be] EACHOTHER KAREN 


DAMN THAD sued 
HIGH HOPES WHEN | 
STARTED-WHAT A 

DISAPPOINTMENT ,/ 


1KNOW 
(TIS, DREW? 


3 SPENDS MORE OF HER 
al we shou = TIME AT Work, AND 
YW ae eS] WITH OCAW COIL 


CHEMICAL AND ATOMIC. 
WORKERS INTERNATIONAL) 


JULY 1974 SUDDENLY 


WARNING /AIR BORNE. 

> CONTAMINATION! 

P EXIT AREA 
IMMEDIATELY 


2, 


NW, \7 You KNOW You 
‘SHOULD HAVE ¥ NEED A SPECIAL 
ARESPIRATOR | NARROWSIZE, 
IF IM TOWORK A AND WE HAVE IT 


KAREN RUNS FOR 3 SEAT STEERING 
COMMITTEE OF OCAW LOCAL 5-283 


LET ME INTRODUCE OUR NEW LEADER- 
SHIP. GERALD BREWER , JACK TICE. 
AND KAREN SILKWooD ./ 


ule 


SERIOUS THIS IS - 
BUT | PO KNow I'M 
MAD AND I'VE Got 
TO DO SOMETHING 


OCAW BEGINS INTERVIEWS WITH COMPANY EMPLOYEES 


THIS TIME OUR WELL, INSTEAD W wuart agour Y AND THE TIME LIQUID 
CONTRACT NEGOTI- | OF FIXING LEAKS | pruTONiUM |} PLUTONIUM WENT TOTHE | 
ATIONS WALL DEAL | WE QUSTSET f LEFT IN DESK / WRONG PART OF THE PLANT 


SQUARELY WITH THE. ‘CUZ OF POOR PIPES 7 
SAFETY ISSUE.’ 


HIS \S STEVE WOPKA Y 
ONE OF OUR BEST r 
TROUBLE SHOOTERS Af 


\F YOU COULD WORK 
UNDERGROUND AND 
GET DOCUMENTATION ~ 


OCTOBER 1974 


MY CONCE! AND WHILE WE HAVEN'T TA MINI 1 
DR.GONALD IS WITH ae ya? ANY CAGES OF CANCER YET, Prd it ae 
GEESAMAN OVER THE NEXT (0-15 YEARS, / AEC. GUIDELINES 
AND DR.DEAN | RORKERS UNO IVE | | THESE PEOPLE RUN A 
Sesrnnncs CONTAMINATED BY | | DISTURBINGLY HIGH 
eee bene Ne 
ON PLUTONIUM HIGH -THE GUIDELINes 
AND THE DANGERS a ARE MEANINGLESS! 
THEY FACE ON 
THE JOR 


NEE0S SLEEPING PILLS 


LL GET ANOTHER 
JOB AS S0DN AG | 
CAN GET ALL THE 


KAREN, You HAVE 
ATRACE OF PLUTONIUM 


Reessienneyuis ERENONNOV.S AND a 6 AND NOVEMBER 7 


HOLY SHIT.” 1WAS 
CONTAMINATED 


ON YOUR SKIN J ; 


AT KARENS REQUEST A 
TEAM OF K.M. INSPECTORS. 
TEST HER APT. FOR RADIATIO! 


We 4 
ax 


ny 


NGHT..IT'S 


NOVEMBER 10 


WODKA FLIES TO 
OKLAHOMA AND 
ARRANGES FoR 
KAREN AND TWO 
OTHERS WHO HAD 
BEEN IN HER APT, 
To BE FLOWN To 
THE AEC LAB IN 
AMARILLO TEXAS 
FOR ATWO DAY 
SERIES OF TESTS 


WE ARE HAPPY To TALL You 
THAT AFTER A ‘FULL BODY 
COUNT’ AND OTHER TESTS WE 


ABOUT PLUTONIUM POISONING, 


BUT IM STILL A LITTLE 
SCARED, | DON'T KNOW) 
HOW IT HAPPENED / 


HOW DO You FEEL? 


CONTINUING HER AND 00 YOU HAVE 
TO ACK UP STEVE WODKA EVERYTHING 7 
UNION WORK, SHE 4 
ANOTIMES REPORTER 
MEETS IN CONTRACT | pavD BURNHAM AT THE ‘ 
SESSION WITH KM. Fixcvacay } Apes 
ALL MORNING, SEES EXCITED 
THE AEC. ABOUT “AND BELIEVE 
HER APARTMENT 
THAT AFTERNOON 
AND JOINS AUNION 
STRATEGY SESSION y 74 = aS 
THAT EVENING: » «+ (YAM 5 ZO} KAREN LEAVES THE UN(oN REPS WITH HER FOLDER AT 735 


I'M WORRIED. “TE SHEAR THE TERRIBLE | THE ANS THE CAR WAS 
NEWS AND: NI TOWED To SEBRING 

SHE SHOULD BE — THE | HY — 
(STUFFED ALL | 


THAT NIGHT OFFICIALS OF THE AEC, AND KERR McQEE VISITE 
“TO CHECK FOR RADIATION” ONCE ABOUT MIDNIGHT AND AGAIN JUST BEFORE MORNING, 


THE EVIDENCE KAREN SILKWOOD DIED FOR HAS NEVER BEEN FOUND_ 


AND IN NEDERLAND TEXAS - BECAUSE ALL HER CLOTHES WERE 
IN HER CONTAMINATED APT.-KAREN If BURIED INA BRAND NEW DRESS 


bp Sa 
WOR rps Wei et 


THE HIGHWAY I'VE STUDIED SOME 2,000 THE HIGHWAY PATROL, 
PATROL. SAYS, ACCIDENTS AND ROO THE THE FBI, THE US. 
SHE‘DOZED’ * IN SENATE AND THE 
AND JUST DRove | THE CAR I'D SAY IT WAS HOUSE OF REPRESEDT- 
OFF THE ROAD. ATIVES HAVE ALL 
BUT A.O.PIPKINS. BEEN DROPPED 
OF THE DALLAS. BEFORE THEY 
ACCIDENT mee eek EVER BECAME 
LAB SAYS. Ercan! PUBLIC WHY? 
THE ROAD WAS REPAVED THE NEXT DAY 


SPOKES 
WHAT DID KAREN SILKWOOD KNOW THAT WE SHOULD KNOW TOO ? 


.-AND LISTEN KIDS, YOU y 
MUST MAKE THEM REALIZE... 


DINOSAURS ARENT 
DYING ANYMORE -’ 


ABOVE THE 
EASTERN, 
HORIZON. 


“IT'S LIKE COMPOUND] | MAYBE IF WE CAN 
v2] INTEREST..THAT MEANS 


STOP THem !pernars [PS 
DOUBLES EVERY || EXPLAIN Tre 
oe 


== ov MEAN THIS 
WHOLE =THING WILL BE = 
TWO TIMES BIGGER.“ 
YES, AND THEN 4 TIMES BIG 
THEN8 TIMES BIGGER, THEN 167! 


IN SWIET PRECISION, MOTHER'S 
TWO SEASONED VETERANS 
SWEEP INTO ACTION.” 


Me 


Be 


— 


Y WHY ARE THESE 
VITAL FACTS SO, 


ya 


e 


mg 


ai LEO iG\ ns OX : Bi 


IF WE CAN JUST GET AHEAD 
OFTHEM AND USE ONE ff 
OF MOTHER'S NATURAL 4 
CALAMITIES” To CUT.OFF 7 
ONE KEY ELEMENT! AS 


+e AND IN THE FACE OF PROGRESS...A NATURAL EVENT! 


WE ARE YOUR 
FRIENDS AND 
HAVE BEEN SENT 


HERE WITH A 
MESSAGE... 


THE repr ag OF PUBLIC FUNDED INSTITUTIONS OR 


BACK IN 61, TOMATOES,| | THIS LABOR INTENSIVE INDUSTRY 

NEVER, A LARGE CROP | | WAS SEEING THE END OF THE 

\N CALIFORNIA,FACED | | BRACERO PROGRAM AND 10 
eS OF CHEAP IMPORTED LABOR! 


ANDALLTHE WHILE -TUCKED AWAY 

IN A DUSTY ATTIC -TWO U.C.DAVIS 
AGRICULTORE. RESEARCHERS WERE Br ivxe 
WORKING ON THE ANSWER .A ALONE. LE 


HERE To 
SEE US? 


THE REST IS HISTORY: TOMATO TONNAGE INCREASED BY Si% BETWEEN 
62. &72/ ACREAGE UP 23% /CALIFORNIA PRODUCES HALF THE WORLDS SUPPLY 
OF PROCESSING TOMATOES AND 85% FOR THE NATION! IN'7%6 GROWERS MADE 
Secs regi WHICH PROVES:UC, DAVIS SAVED THE TOMATO! 


co 


<I 


WITH MECHANIZATION FROM 50,000 FARM WORKERS 
AND THE PROCESSIN' IN'64 , 32,000 WERE LAID OFF 
== | | BY'7Z! AND THOSE WHO STAYED 


L 


BUT WAIT ‘WE HAVE. 
ANOTHER SURPRISE 
A FOR 


PUBLIC EXPENSE - NO 
cost TO 


you! 


hig 


LAA SERRE REE E Swe 


\ re Ds 


. yy 2 WE ALSO ELIMINATED THESE MACHINES = 
\ Ye “Bd BB% OF TE GROWERS! 4 NEEDBIG FIELDS! 


OH WELL THAT 
STILL LEAVES 


p= SOME OF USS 
aK 


THEN YOU'RE READY FOR THE ENTIRE 
PACKAGE, FOR OPTIMUM RESULTS YOU 
NEED 150-200 ACRE FIELDS ,OUR SPECIAL 
TOMATO THAT GROWS To AUNIFORM SIZE, 
CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS AND OUR SPRAY 
THAT RIPENS THE FRUIT ALL AT ONCE! 


THIS IS 


¥ TALK ABOUT HAPPY! “4 
HEOWNS | WHATABOUT DOW7AND | fF ONO WHEN TW SAV,WHAT ABOUT 
CYANAMIO2AND JOHN DEERE? AND 
HIS UFWONION? 


VOILA! THE ELECTRONIC JRAMY AND MACHINES DON'T STRIKE /VERY 
TOMATO SORTER / RIN, GOOD BOYS/HERE,WEVE GOT A SPOT 
q FOR YOU ON OUR BOARD oF DIRECTORS! 


OKAY! OKAY? /ONE 


LAST QUESTION / THATS ME FOLKS! 
WHAT DOES THE. Uc-82-'1 MAY 
CONSUMER GET? LOOK STRANGE, 
—WHAT ABOUT THE | FEEL TOUGH , 
PUBLIC?THE ONES | TASTE ae 
WHO PAID FOR93% | AND COST MORE! 
OF THE U.C. DAVIS BOT THE BIS 
MECHANIZATION 


RESEARCH ? 


Worn sees. THANKS TO — 
B&B SHKEVIAV 


(WY 
Cabin 


a S 


IT WAS A TYPICAL DAY IN CALIFORNIA 


THESE INSURANCE 
BILLS / THEY WILL OUR WHOLE 
DRIVE My DAY CARE TOWN CANT 


/ GET ANY 
OUT OF BUSINESS. Se Nae! 


HEY CAN YOU KEEP 81 
IT DOWN? WE'VE GOT EE 
A PARTY GOING ON 

IN HERE / 


WHY, (TS MY OLD FRIEND] [ au! Money, How 
THE BEER WHOLESALERS} | tHOUGHTFUL- NOW 
LOBBY (5) ‘ 


" ER-I MEAN 
DELIBERATING, 


Mi r i Ni) 

MK (t Ui : 
SENATOR“COME 
AWAY FROM THAT 
. WINDOW 


FOOTNOTES 
1, In 1985, day care centers found their insurance cancelled or rates up by 300% or more. 
2. Auto insurance is required in California, but many drivers, even those with clean driving records, cannot find companies willing to insure 
them at any price. 
3. Many recreational establishments closed because they were unable to get liability insurance. 
4. Local governments were also hit hard by the insurance crisis in1985, 
5. The California Beer and Wine Wholesalers Assocation gave $213,235 to state legislators in 1987, 
6. The beer wholesalers convinced legislators to grant them territorial monopolies. The bill, opposed by consumer groups, was vetoed by the governor 


(TS RIGHT 
THERE UNDER 
YOUR STOCK 
PORTFOLIO, 


MEANWHILE; AT THE TOP OF THE 
TALLEST BUILDING IN TOWN : 


) WILMA“ CLEAN UP SOME 
OF THIS MONEY LYING 

AROUND-1| CANT FIND MY 
APPOINTMENT CALENDA\ 


AHH- THE | 
“PERPETUAL 
INCUMBENTS. 
FUND RAISING: 


POOR TINY TOWN 
OF HOLLISTER ?/Ralce THAT To 
THEY PAY wun’ *205,000 FORWST 
ONE MILLION IN) 
COVERAGE(8) 


'M OFF TO PAY e 
MY INSURANCE < 


COMES THE 


an == Ee 
I NaOD (\ LIFE OF THE 


7. Legislators raised $25 million in 1987, when there was no election, Most of the money came in large contributions from special interests in Sacramento. 

8. Hollister stopped bus service after it could not get adequate insurance at a reasonable price. 

9. Insurance company campaign contributions, totalling more than $1 million in 1987 alone, insure that the legislature will not reform the industry. 

10. Lobbyists say their money only buys “access” to legislators. With access, of course, issues can be discussed and deals made. 

11. Legislators’ fundraisers are usually $500 events; many contributors buy several tickets. 

12. There are no limits on campaign contributions in California 

13, Fundraising in Sacramento starts again the day after the election. Politicians use the money to scare off potential challengers, and to finance 
newcomers who will be loyal to them. 


GEE’ 1M SORTA NEW 
HERE, WHAT AM | ‘SPOSED 


TODO Une) (Ger REELECTED, |ELECTION / RE-ELECTION 
POWER | YEAR- YEAR ITS ALWAYS 
YOU BIRD BRAWN. REELECTION 
ttt eats 
SONTRIBUTION, DOWN, LET 


AND HE SOON STARTS 
MAKING. FRIENDS 


| V ur xioy * 


(Zo 
Gi 


M} 
WRILE® 
You SEE, were ! 
Z Pigalle Hi eV | | lI 
. mye ISN'T RAISING JT) 1) TT | 
MAL VAT N MONER. Av 1,| i)! Lal 
Ms d ANY Mi ey Aa | an by nor-/7, 
Alea Oras le iors 


= IK . ' & 4 i) 


YOU SEE, BY THE RULES 
OF THE GAME, MONEY 
COUNTS. AND THE BIG 
SPENDERS WHO TOOK, 
YOUR PLAYGROUND HAVE 
MORE OF IT THAN, ~ 


EASIER FoR. 

HONEST (19) 

POLITICIANS 
TO RUN 


14, Incumbents raised 98% of the $25 million raised in 1987, a non-election year. When the election rolls around, it's almost impossible tor 
challengers to catch up. 

15, The late state Treasurer Jesse Unruh made this off-quoted statement after his tenure as Speaker of the Assembly. 

16. Proposition 68 limits campaign contributions to politicians. 

17. Proposition 68 caps campaign spending, to limit the potential for corruption. 

18. Legislative leaders elect and control followers through money transters, 

19. Proposition 68 makes elected officials more independent by matching small and in-district contributions with funds voluntarily earmarked 
by state taxpayers, 


HMM-l WONDER WHAT WE HAVE A I'M GOING To START 

THOSE KIDS ARE TALKING VERY SPECIAL COUNTING OUT MONEY 

ABOUT-I'VE ALWAYS INTEREST IN —-AND You TELL ME 
TALKING To WHEN To STOP 


f ill pu tf 
a 


il 

I 
BY THE WAY? WHAT SAND THAT BILL 
Sve Senne OF THAT » FORA FIVE MEMBER 


LEGIGLATION TO REMOVE VIEW 
OUR ANTITRUST 


THE REDUCED 
PREMIUMS FOR, 
@00D DRIVERS? 


Y AND BECOME THE 
BIGGEST SPECIAL 


TAKES? WELL 
NO-1 DON'T 


1 CERTAINLY LIKE 
THE WAY YOU TAKE 
CARE OF BUSINESS 


THEN-THEN OUR 
REPRESENATIVES 
MIGHT START TO 
REPRESENT 
us / 


20. Because money flows to members of this committee from banks and insurance companies, this is known as a 
"juicecommittee.” 

21. A million dollars in campaign contributions is a small investment for insurance companieswhen legislators’ 
decisions can make billions for the companies. 

22. One insurance company gave $24,000 to one powertul legislator. 

23, Legislation to increase competition—and therefore lower rates—in the insurance industry failed to clear the legislature 

24-27. No significant reform of the insurance industry has passed the state legislature. 

28. Despite a 1986 surplus of $37.2 billion and profits of $6.9 billion, insurance. companies paid no federal taxes in 1986. 
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TOPNOTCH CARTOONISTS SUCH AS R. DIGGS, 
SHARON RUDAHL, GILBERT SHELTON, BRUCE 
BOLINGER, RON FOSS, GUY COLWELL AND 
MANY MORE LOOK AT ISSUES OF GLOBAL 
SURVIVAL IN THIS POLITICALLY IMPORTANT 
ISSUE OF RIP OFF COMIX. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED STOCK! 
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2- Diggs Defined 

3- The Wings of Charley 

10- Down in the Meadow 

42-Clash of the Centuries 

16 - Korporate Rex 

48 - Karen Silkwood 

23 - Dinosaurs Aren't Dying Anymore 
27 - How U.G. Davis Saved The Tomato 
30 - California Scheming 

34-Night Heat 

135 - Rip Off Comix #30 (ad) 
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